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955, fourteen year-old Emmett Till was beaten and murdered in Mississippi. Till’s
mie Till Bradley, paid to have the body returned to Chicago for burial. She insisted on
body and decided to have an open casket. Hundreds of people viewed the body and
nore saw photographs in Jef magazine. The Till murder drew national attention.

: County prosecutors indicted and tried Roy Bryant and J. W. Milam for the murder of
in September 1955. Although an eyewitness identified Milam and Bryant as the men

ill from his great-uncle’s home the night of his murder and another who placed Milam,

Till at a barn on a plantation in Drew, MS the day of the murder, an all white jury found

the men nﬁf guilty.
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A a).result.\%)f the victim’s age, the brutal nature of the crime, the strong evidence against Milam and

Bryant, the verdict was widely seen as unfair. The trial drew national press attention, unlike other
ynchings of blacks in Mississippi in 1955. Many historians cite the Till murder and trial as the
eginning of the modern Civil Rights movement.

sage of time and the lack of investigation at the time of the crime, the full facts of the Till
rer be known. Contrary stories abound. However, some facts are settled.

L was the son of Mamie Till and Louis Till. The senior Till died in Europe during World
\ugust 1955, Til} went to Mississippi to stay with the family of Mose Wright, his great-

1t was a fatmer%and preacher who lived near Money, Mississippi in Leflore County. On
August 24, Till and a group of young blacks aged 13 to 18 went to a store in Money

Roy Bryant and his wife Carolyn. Till was alone with Bryant in the store when some

u.:d. Bryant later testified the Till grabbed her and made advances. Another witness later
:h'd Was to touch Bryant’s hand as he paid. The truth of what occurred will probably never
E'dl and Bryant both left the store and at that point Till whistled at her. Both Wheeler
pimeon Wright, Till’s cousins, confirm Till whistled at Bryant. They knew this was a

ch of racial relations and hurriedly left. At Till’s request, no one told Mose Wright about

morning hours of Sunday August 28, Milam and Bry

o ‘ : ryant, and probably others, appeared
s%hths home looking for the “boy from Chicago.” Milam had a gun. Although \VI;P;;! and

£d the men to leave everyone alone the men took Till to a waiting truck. Someone askeda

1 the truck whether Till was the one they wer, i ‘ -
- y were looking for. ¢ ;o
d niot identify the eona y we ng for. The response was, Yes”




ounty. He testified one of the black men was Till, based on a newspaper

o photograph. He saw the truck in front of a barn on Leslie Milam’s farm. He saw . W. Milam emerge

 fromthy

SCr g
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bac_kiof the truck and said, “This is what happens to smart niggers.” He saw them drive
Glendora Cotton Gin an

another black man, name redacted (probably Henry Lee Loggins),
Milam’s truck, :

b

s andhtated Milam had a gun. Reed heard someone being beaten in the barn and

interviewed by? the FBI in ‘2005~2096 stated he saw Milam’s truck parked in front of

Milam’s store in Glendora, in the early morning hours of August 28. He identified J. W. Milam and
"gack men he identified as “Oso” and “Too Tight”

truck. When his father asked about the blood, Milam grabbed his father and turned bac

present. He saw blood running from the
k a tarp in the

toward the
d then leave town. The witness said he later saw Too Tight Collins and

washing blood out of the back of

The sequence of events following Till’s kidnapping is not well settle

been derived from an interview that B
“which was p i

interview. Milam and Bryant claimed they acted initi

. him tg a bluff over looking the Mississippi
. him toa shed ar Mijamy’s home in Glendora and beat him. Milam clai
 weighi o hold Till’s body down and recalled a gin fan he had seen at
pany at Boyle, Bolivar County. They took Till

~ In 1963, Hugh Stephen Whitaker
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alone. They initally wanted to scare Till and took
River to threaten him. Unable to find the bluff they took

the Progressive Ginning
across the “new bridge” at Glendota and drove
yce home. Milam made Till strip, tied the pin fan
y into the river, ,

956, a pamphlet issued by Mississippi Regional Council of

pPping, beating and killing, the author stated
area came from an abandoned gin in Itta Bena, close to a store
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n the banks of Swan Lake. (Pp. 1141 15)
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The FBI reépcné‘d the Till case in 2005, A report was issued on February 9, 2006. The FBI report
does not identify the source of the cotton gin fan. The report does not identify the site where Till’s
bo%}y was dumped in the Tallahatchie River. In a section entitled “Persons Involved” the report

.‘ ,ﬁes 5 15

ntifies 2 man, name redacted, who was identified by several witnesses as being involved in either

the kidna r the 1p. Based on context, I believe this refers to Henry Lee Loggins. The
report noted he has “consistently denied any involvement or first hand knowledge of the crime.” p.

- Anreviewing the [ sk magazine admissions, the FB] concluded there number of “inconsistencies or
_ differences.” (p- 87) Bryant told a confidential informant that they had not been to Boyle that night
e dentified the barn in which they beat and killed Till on Leslie Milam’s farm. The time of the
 SHnfise on August 28, 1955 ywas inconsistent with Milam’s statement’s about being concerned they

1 to travel the distances started in the article would not allow time for all

ty of buildings in Glendora would have allowed witnesses to hear 2
esses place Milam and Bryant in Drew.
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drm_-e 0 the store in Mog  the Wiight foy. Oy bry: 5. p. 91 Bryant and the witness

; | thome and the barn near Drew. Bryant denied any intention
to kill | L'U.., that he wanted to take him 1o 4 hospital after bcaling him, that thcy never went to Boyle, el

Fapoied slendors and that he was the only living person who knew whar il

involved.




vhat | ba""“ad» I bﬁf!“’ﬂ thé; truth of the Look magazine account is highly questionable.,
| Milam and B fyant were not subject to another trial, the parties who assisted them were.
hose people include Bryant’s wife and Milam’s brother. The sto

} Bl info : timeline is _se:tious!y-qucsuonable;"'fhe"Stoty is
eyemmgsses placmg :th‘e-vnim in Drew. as

, as well as Milam’s and Leslie Milam’s
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 Ras homonesque proportions over the decades.” (P. 116) The authors interviewed Henry Lee
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Be Solved ” History New Network.,

Addendum to Sources Reviewed

Maverick: TR M. Howard; Fight for Civil Rights and

 Beit 0, David and Linda Royster Beito. Bl
: hicago: University of Illinois Press, 2009.

Economic Power. Urbana and ¢

Beitp, David and Linda Royster Bei

. inda etto. “Why Ies Unlikely the Emmett Till Mudes Mystery Will Ever
Be Solved. History Nejw.r, Network. April 26, 2004. http: ¥ /WWW~hﬁﬁ.ll_S /articles /435311::3;1, - .




