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A note from our Editor

When MP Helen Haines was violently
attacked in October, attention quickly
turned to the aggressive tone of political
discourse in this country. Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese called for people to
turn down the temperature. A number of
politicians promised to do better. An even
larger number of commentators
pondered how long this new tone of
civility would last.

We need to improve the tone of public
debate but that’s only part of it. We also
need to make better decisions about what
we talk about in the first place.

It’s easy to be distracted by point scoring,
blame games, and the theatre of political
conflict. It’s harder to talk about complex
challenges. And it’s really hard to listen to
others with genuine respect and an open
mind.

At The Conversation, we are focused on
journalism that tackles real problems.
That’s why we work so hard to produce
constructive and informed coverage of
news and research.

12,600,960

average monthly pageviews

We are particularly pleased when we
discover how our articles have helped to
inform positive and constructive
conversations. We hear about academics
being invited to share their ideas with
industry, government officials, and
community organisations. We see
discussions that focus on accountability
rather than blame (page 3), expert
analysis that helps make our buildings
safer (page 6) and academic knowledge
being put to use to better protect our
communities (page 2).

Reading these examples and others
reminds us that what we are doing - with
the help of donors, partners and
contributors - is making a significant
positive impact on our society. It’s a
group effort, which is fitting. After all,
we’re all in this together.

Misha Ketchell
Editor, The Conversation
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Constructive advice on
climate change adaptation

Widespread attention from
government and media to expert’s
review of national warning system

Deakin University’s Anuradha Madugalla drew
on her research to identify steps to support
better access and response to Australia’s early
warning system in her article AusAlert will
deliver emergency warnings to all — but they
must actually be accessible.

Media across the country picked up this issue,
including national and regional ABC programs,
Triple R, and the Newcastle Herald. Anunradha
also received further requests and meeting
invitations from the WA Department of Fire
and Emergency Services and Disaster Scout- a
disaster preparedness and resilience platform.

Publications

d faster, better
ways to monitor N2’s
declining river health -
using environmental
DNA can help

Unlocking New Zealand's
environmental information

Peak bodies apply researchers'
practical insights

Following catastrophic flooding in Texas.
RMIT’s Erica Kuligowski shared her insights
on mobilising communities in the face of such
disasters in her article In Texas, parents
search flood debris for missing kids. Are
Australians ready for our own sudden floods?

Her research was cited by Natural Hazards
Research Australia, the national centre for
natural hazard resilience and disaster risk
reduction, and informed the organisation’s
research strategy and reporting.

ﬁ Anuradha Madugalla @ - 39+

Esght Media Interviews and a Hewspaper Fealure Later—and that's a s

Following the publication of my first article in The Conversation on th
of Australia’s new Ausdlert emergency waming systemn, | had the une:
opporiunity to contribule 1o a much wider public conversation

Ower the lollowing week, | participated in eight radio interdews with n
ross Australia. My research we
overage of the national Ausdle

metropalitan and regicnal program:

i the Newcastle Herald as part of its o

The media conversations included

ABC Radio Notional with Sarah Dingle — 22 July

ABC Victoria Statewide Drive with Prue Bentley — 22 July
ABC Hobant Breakiast with Ryk Goddard = 23 July

ABC North and Wes1 SA Breakfast with Tom Mann — 23 July
Triple s The Party Show with Headley Gritter — 26 July
ABC Eyre Peninsula Breakfast with Emma Pedler — 27 July
ABC Radio Darwin - Alternoons with Liz Trevaskis — 27 July
Triple f's Byte Into It = 29 July

MNewcasile Herald — Emergency waming: be prepared for AusAlerl
devices, by Phoebe Loomes and Desiree Savage — 27 July

It has been incredibly rewarding 1o see this issue move from research
facing article and then inte natienal and regienal conversations acros
A heartfelt thank you to all the presenters, preducers and journalists v
space for this important discussion

Experts inform New Zealand
policymakers

The Parliamentary Commissioner for the
Environment cited Michael Bunce (University
of Otago) and Simon Jarman (Curtin University)
in its report Unlocking New Zealand's
environmental information.

Their article and research on environmental
DNA technology and advanced monitoring
methods for river ecosystem health informed
the report's recommendations for better
monitoring and protection of New Zealand’s
waterways.
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In Texas, parents search flood debris for
missing kids. Are Australians ready for our
own sudden floods?
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Navigating the Al era

Prompting discussions of
accountability

ABC’s The World Today invited Adelaide
University’s Marta Khomyn to discuss her
analysis in the article As SpaceX, OpenAl and
Anthropic plan blockbuster launches, will it
make Al giants more accountable?

More Informatien

Her interview was syndicated across all eight

ABC capital city radio stations, more than 40 . 4 ® 2
ABC regional stations, 10 Pacific island

nations, and online. Marta also spoke to ABC

Radio Adelaide and ABC Sunshine Coast.

Shining a light on the risks and
repurcussions of Al usage in our health
T | - system

Following publication of his articles An
OpenAl agent hacked Medicare. Will anyone
be held responsible? and Clinicians are using
anyene be held responsibe? s : ® Al scribes, but what happens to your medical
data? the University of Melbourne’s Andrew

Cullen’s expertise was sought by:

« SBSTV News
« AlJazeera News
« ABC The World (TV)
« ABC News Radio (national)
o The Guardian
« ABC online
« ABC News Breakfast (TV)
« Channel 9's The Today Show
« Croakey Health Media
« ABC Radio Life Matter
« Sky News
and spoke to Dan Tehan, Shadow Minister

ANDR o . .
3,3‘.3:5;‘# OF MELBOURNE for Energy and Emissions Reduction.
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Amplifying Indigenous Knowledge

Ensuring recognition for Indigenous
authors

After University of Queensland’s Melanie
Saward highlighted the lack of diversity in

the ABC Top 100 Books poll in her article The
ABC's Top 100 books poll lacks diversity.
Here are my 10 First Nations 'books of the
21st century’, Sydney Writers’ Festival invited
her to be their First Nations Curator for the
2026 Festival.

The ABC has also approached Melanie ahead
of its next Top 100 Books feature.
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For Indigenous people,
connection to Country
can be a preventive
health measure

Presented by
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For Indigenous people,
connection to Country
can be a preventive

+ health measure
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Dr Melanie Saward is a proud Bigam
woman. She is a writer, editor and ac|

Advocating for better understanding
around Indigenous health

Health professional publications including
The Nursing Review and The Lamp (NSW
Nurses and Midwives magazine) republished
Deakin University’s Joshua Waters article For
Indigenous people, connection to Country

can be a preventive health measure.

First Nations News also shared the article
with its audience and ABC Radio NSW Drive
interviewed Joshua about his research.
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For Indigenous people, connection to
Country can be a preventive
health measure
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Workplace conditions under the
microscope

.The . .
e Looking out for the rights of workers

University of Sydney’s Alex Veen examined
new workplace protections in his article
From Monday, food delivery workers will get
minimum hourly pay. Here's why it matters.
The article prompted extensive national
media coverage, including interviews and
commentary across:

o ABC News

o The Guardian

e News.com.au

o MSN News

« ABC News 24's Weekend Breakfast

e 96FM;

« and 2SM's Ron Wilson for Breakfast.

)
Delivery drivers to get minimum wage in world first

+ UK PM calls for reflection after sudden death of fmr Cambridge Frof. Jason Arday
L s T

Evidence-based ana |y5|s of worki ng Does your boss oppose work from home? Is it due to

. narcissism?
practices e — m
Aninteresting read by Libby Sander, MBA director and associate professor of

arganisational behaviour, Bond Business School, Band University, originally in

The call for employees to return to the office The Conversation and republished by the ABC.

haS been a hOt'button issue for many It turns out, if your boss makes you come into the ofjy

probably says more about them than it does about | ¢ ..conversation.com -

= meconversaton (NS @

organisations. Libby Sander (Bond

University) examined how new research fits
into the broader evidence in her article
Narcissist' bosses are more likely to oppose

[RS—— Sp—
‘Narcissist’ bosses are
more likely to oppose
work from home, studies
show. But are they right?

work from home, studies show. But are they
right?.

UK Editien

Mews  Mombership  Sport  Veices  Culture  Lifestyle  IndyBest  Travell

The article attracted widespread international
and national media coverage, including:

The real reason some bosses oppc $ha
working from home - and it has nothing

« The Independent (UK) to do with productivity

amined the relationship betwe rsonalities and their vi

« RTE (Ireland’s national broadcaster)
« ABC News

« 2GB Sydney

o ABC Gold Coast;

o and The Pulse Illawarra.
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Research that informs industry

Examining problems and finding
solutions

Queensland University of Technology’s
Lyndall Bryant featured across national
television and radio networks following
publication of her article Australia has a
housing shortage. So why are Bathla and

Lyndall Bryant

Queensland University of Technology

other home builders collapsing?

Her research into the ripple effect of
construction insolvencies, and how these
could be addressed, led to interviews on
ABC’s 7:30 Report, 2SM Sydney, 2HD
Newcastle, and a statewide broadcast
interview on 2GB Radio's Overnight with
Phil O'Neil.

Advising industry leaders

The building industry took note of Auckland

[ONVERSATION

University of Technology Mark Kirby’s
article NZ has a $2.5b building defect
problem. Will self-certification make it better

Or Worse?.

. ¥ i Bk Lo
Mark was invited to present at the New building defect problem. Will

Zealand Institute of Building Surveyors e o IAXE R DS OPWOIe

conference and to the New Zealand

Construction Industry Council.

An interview on national broadcaster RNZ’s
Nine to Noon program further amplified his
work.
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Philanthropy powers
public interest journalism

Major donors

Larger donations empower The
Conversation by significantly
strengthening our newsroom. Recent
support has enabled us to expand our
breaking news coverage, hire
specialised editors, and develop new
pathways to our coverage for diverse
audiences.

Our major donors have a special
relationship with our organisation and
the work we do to provide better
information to support better
decisions. They are kept informed on
the impact of their support and join us
for special events and opportunities to
get closer to our work and our family
of experts.

Want to know more?

For further information or a chat, please
contact Helen Johnstone, Philanthropy
and Bequest Manager on 0422 851 282 or
email
helen.johnstone@theconversation.edu.au

code to show
your support

The Conversation would like to thank
those individuals who have shown their
commitment to our work with a major
donation.

Patron ($10,000+)

The Sue Beeton Fund, Therese Cochrane
& Fred Woollard, The Finkel Foundation,
The Matthew Keith Groves Foundation,
The Hansen Little Foundation, The
Highgate Foundation, The Koshland
Innovation Fund, Joyce Kirk, Peter Laver,
Caroline Le Couteur & Guy de Vanny,
The Skrzynski Foundation, The Ian
Watson Foundation, Tony Wheeler,
Harrison Young, Anon (4).

Impact ($5,000+)

Lindsay Adams, The Bowness Family
Foundation, The Carthew Family Trust,
Clack-McLure Fund, Alan Cameron AO,
Professor Kathleen Daly, Margaret
Douglas, Graham & Anne Evans, Phyllis
Hodge, The ] Permsew Foundation,
Tracey Jarvis-Ball & Stephen Ball, The
Keir Foundation, S M & M R Richards,
The Sharman Foundation, The Shepherd
Family Foundation, Danielle Smith &
Sean Carmody, John Stuckey, Anon (5).

Catalyst ($2,500+)

Marianne Broadbent, Michael & Ros
Crommelin, Leoni Degenhardt, Kathy
Egea, Barbara van Ernst, Ruth Fincher,
Susan Gabriel, Stephen Howard &
Elizabeth Martell, Andrew & Kate Lister,
The Resonance Fund, Bev Rogers, Fraser
Tankel, Michael Williams, Michael Wise,
Anon (6).



There 1s no Conversation

without you

Legacy supporters

It takes a special individual to decide
to extend the impact of their support
for future generations.

Thank you to our Legacy Supporters
who have pledged a gift in their Will.

Learn more at:
theconversation.com/au/bequests

Strategic Partners

We are grateful for the support of
our philanthropic partners who
provide valuable funding and
support for our work.

Brian M.
Davis
- NELSON
LI MEERS
BX FOUNDATION

CORRS

= Mannifera

lawyers

wotton A\
kearney Broadley Trust
Donations:

donate.theconversation.com/au
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Supporting The
Conversation by
including them in my
Will is the best thing |
can do for the next
generation.

Helmut Schwabe
Legacy Supporter

Friends of The Conversation

We are a not-for-profit publisher
that relies on support from our
'Friends of The Conversation: our
philanthropic community who allow
us to remain 100% independent and
without advertising and paywalls.

The Conversation ofrers sincere
thanks to those readers who made
monthiy or single tax-deductible
donations to help support our work.


https://donate.theconversation.com/

Further reading

You can further information on The
Conversation website including:

Who reads us:
https://theconversation.com/au/audience

Our editorial charter:
https://theconversation.com/au/audience

Annual reports:
https://theconversation.com/au/who-we-are

How to subscribe to any of our newsletters:
https://theconversation.com/au/newsletters
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