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Turning Knowledge Into Impact

Misha Ketchell
Editor, The Conversation

Once upon a time (in the good old days),

attention-seeking was frowned upon. Now

it’s the biggest game in town. The author

Anne Manne wrote a book about this

transformation a few years ago with the

catchy title, “The Life of I”. In it, she

described a new narcissistic character-

type, fuelled by a cult of the self and the

pursuit of wealth. The gormless

“influencers” of the manosphere

epitomize this trend.

The problem of attention-seeking is much

bigger than toxic masculinity though.

Much of the online world is a narcissism

parade. On Instagram, on Facebook, on

TikTok, the subtext of every post is

essentially the same thing: “Look at me!

Look at me! Look at me!” Clicks are the

currency of an attention race, clicks won

at any cost.

At The Conversation we have a different

agenda. Our aim is to contribute to the

quality of public discourse by working

with academics to share their knowledge

and inform the public. You hear so much

blather from attention-seekers who don’t

care about facts or evidence or the

application of hard-won knowledge. What

if you had access to the insights of those

who do?

Our team of journalists help academics

engage with the public so we can all

benefit. This report documents how we

ensure that experts are heard above the

din. 

And attention is just the first step. Impact

is the story of how attention can be turned

into a positive contribution to society.

Read on to find examples of academics

talking to parliamentarians and helping to

shape public policy. Or health experts

working with The Conversation to ensure

they are heard by the people who make

decisions.

I hope that like me you see this report as a

refreshing reminder that attention-

seeking isn’t an end in itself, but it can be

harnessed to serve the greater good. Who

you pay attention to matters, and for me

selfless academics who write for The

Conversation beat the noisy narcissists

every time.



Our work, everywhere
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Because our work is free to republish under Creative
Commons, we are a vital resource for other
information sources. 

Combined with the fact that over 60% of our authors
are contacted by media for follow-up interviews, you
have probably seen, heard or read The Conversation
articles or heard from one of our expert authors and
not known it.

A selection of republished articles and
interviews from the last quarter.

https://theconversation.com/roblox-is-boosting-safety-features-for-young-people-its-a-step-in-the-right-direction-280360
https://theconversation.com/why-is-migraine-more-common-in-women-than-men-265293
https://theconversation.com/grattan-on-friday-dennis-richardsons-exit-puts-antisemitism-royal-commissioner-under-more-pressure-278188
https://theconversation.com/cuba-has-survived-66-years-of-us-led-embargoes-will-trumps-blockade-break-it-now-276065
https://theconversation.com/australias-rooftop-solar-boom-left-apartment-residents-behind-heres-how-to-fix-it-279082
https://theconversation.com/how-reducing-just-in-case-purchases-can-help-avoid-empty-shelves-and-fuel-bowsers-278307


Corruption research shared in
parliament.
Following the publication of his analysis in

NZ is slowly slipping on the global

corruption index. Is it time for an anti-

corruption agency? Auckland University of

Technology’s Matevz Raskovic was invited to

join the Forum for Democracy and speak at

New Zealand’s parliament by Duncan Webb

MP.
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Informing political discourse on
copyright legislation.
During a debate on the Copyright

Amendment Bill, Michael McCormack MP

referenced 3 articles by The Conversation’s

authors Alice Grundy (ANU), Wellett Potter

(University of New England) and Agata Mrva-

Montoya (University of Sydney) in the

context that they raised key questions about

AI-generated content, copyright ownership,

and whether major legal settlements will

fairly benefit authors.

He also added that he recommends people

read The Conversation - a trusted source of

information.

Research meets policy on end-of-life
care.
After publishing A 'good death' has a price –

and a new study shows not everyone in

palliative care can afford it, Henrietta Byrne

from the University of Sydney was invited to

meet and discuss her research with

representatives from the Department of

Aged Care.

Shaping policy and public
debate
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https://theconversation.com/nz-is-slowly-slipping-on-the-global-corruption-index-is-it-time-for-an-anti-corruption-agency-275781
https://theconversation.com/nz-is-slowly-slipping-on-the-global-corruption-index-is-it-time-for-an-anti-corruption-agency-275781
https://theconversation.com/nz-is-slowly-slipping-on-the-global-corruption-index-is-it-time-for-an-anti-corruption-agency-275781
https://theconversation.com/a-good-death-has-a-price-and-a-new-study-shows-not-everyone-in-palliative-care-can-afford-it-274202
https://theconversation.com/a-good-death-has-a-price-and-a-new-study-shows-not-everyone-in-palliative-care-can-afford-it-274202
https://theconversation.com/a-good-death-has-a-price-and-a-new-study-shows-not-everyone-in-palliative-care-can-afford-it-274202
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Our research is embedded in reports from leading

research and government bodies, shaping national

debates on climate, education, extremism and justice.

Australian Policy Online (APO) is a leading, open-access

digital library of public policy research widely used

across government and the policy sector. You’ll

regularly find our experts’ research featured in reports

listed on APO, ensuring it directly informs the evidence

base behind major policy reports. 

Recent examples where The Conversation’s articles

have informed policy reports include:

Bushfire research by CSIRO underpinned a report

countering climate misinformation

Indigenous education research from The University

of Queensland shaped workforce policy frameworks

University of Adelaide’s Samatha Schulz’s

examination of classroom misogyny informed

national guidance on the “manosphere”

Extremism research from Griffith University

experts contributed to the analysis of sovereign

citizen movements

Amanda Porter’s (UTS) Deaths in custody research

informed justice system reform discussions.

From publication to
policymakers



Heatwave research reaches media
and MPs.
UNSW’s Samuel Cornell article on Cyclones

get names but deadly heatwaves don’t.

Should Australia personalise severe weather

was republished by SBS News and covered

by the ABC and Sky News. The author was

also invited to meet with Monique Ryan MP

to discuss his research.

Supporting better climate
discussions

Evidence shaping marine protection
in Western Australia.
The University of Western Australia’s Tim

Langlois was invited to join the WA Minister

of Fisheries advisory board, with follow-up

research commissioned from the WA

Department of Biodiversity and

Conservation. This after sharing his findings

in The Converation article Plummeting fish

numbers triggered controversial fishing bans

in WA. But no-take zones could benefit

fishers.

Increasing biodiversity awareness and
promoting conservation.
Mark Stevens from Adelaide University and

Cyrille D’Haese from Sorbonne University’s

article Meet the springtails: little known

fantastic beasts that live everywhere on Earth

was featured on ABC Radio National's Late

Night Live, republished by Australian

Geographic, and promoted by the South

Australian Museum.
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https://theconversation.com/cyclones-get-names-but-deadly-heatwaves-dont-should-australia-personalise-severe-weather-269100
https://theconversation.com/cyclones-get-names-but-deadly-heatwaves-dont-should-australia-personalise-severe-weather-269100
https://theconversation.com/cyclones-get-names-but-deadly-heatwaves-dont-should-australia-personalise-severe-weather-269100
https://theconversation.com/plummeting-fish-numbers-triggered-controversial-fishing-bans-in-wa-but-no-take-zones-could-benefit-fishers-275797
https://theconversation.com/plummeting-fish-numbers-triggered-controversial-fishing-bans-in-wa-but-no-take-zones-could-benefit-fishers-275797
https://theconversation.com/plummeting-fish-numbers-triggered-controversial-fishing-bans-in-wa-but-no-take-zones-could-benefit-fishers-275797
https://theconversation.com/plummeting-fish-numbers-triggered-controversial-fishing-bans-in-wa-but-no-take-zones-could-benefit-fishers-275797
https://theconversation.com/meet-the-springtails-little-known-fantastic-beasts-that-live-everywhere-on-earth-270667
https://theconversation.com/meet-the-springtails-little-known-fantastic-beasts-that-live-everywhere-on-earth-270667
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Providing trusted health information
for public to policymakers

Putting women’s health in the
spotlight.
After publishing her article, Migraine is

more than just a headache, PhD

candidate Lakshini Gunasekera (Monash

University) was invited by the Victorian

Government to speak at their

International Women's Day 2026 event,

helping to inform public discourse on

migraines in women. Her research also

led to a Channel 9 News interview

request, republication by ABC News and

an invitation to publish in Science

Illustrated. Informing better conversations
about childcare safety.
The University of Sydney’s Erin Harper

shed light on the Productivity

Commission's findings in her article

Serious incidents in childcare centres are

still rising. Why? Following publication,

Erin was interviewed by Sky News,

Seven News and several radio programs,

including 2BS Bathurst, ABC Illawarra

and ABC Perth. Guardian Childcare

drew on Erin’s research in their

submission to the Federal Parliament's

report Quality and safety of Australia’s early

childhood education and care system.
Injecting evidence into the
national conversation on cannabis.
As part of a series examining Medicinal

Cannabis,  Christine Mary Hallinan

(University of Sydney) wrote Medicinal

cannabis has gone mainstream. But

Australia’s struggling to cope. The article

resulted in interviews with consumer

advocacy group CHOICE, republication

in the Australian Medical Association's

medical journal and engagement with the

Department of Transport. Several

clinicians also reached out to Christine to

discuss her research further.

https://theconversation.com/migraine-is-more-than-just-a-headache-a-neurologist-explains-the-4-stages-267973
https://theconversation.com/migraine-is-more-than-just-a-headache-a-neurologist-explains-the-4-stages-267973
https://theconversation.com/serious-incidents-in-childcare-centres-are-still-rising-why-275434
https://theconversation.com/serious-incidents-in-childcare-centres-are-still-rising-why-275434
https://theconversation.com/topics/medicinal-cannabis-series-182064
https://theconversation.com/topics/medicinal-cannabis-series-182064
https://theconversation.com/medicinal-cannabis-has-gone-mainstream-but-australias-struggling-to-cope-271744
https://theconversation.com/medicinal-cannabis-has-gone-mainstream-but-australias-struggling-to-cope-271744
https://theconversation.com/medicinal-cannabis-has-gone-mainstream-but-australias-struggling-to-cope-271744


The Conversation would like to

thank those individuals who have

shown their commitment to our

work with a major donation.

Patron ($10,000+)

The Sue Beeton Fund, Therese

Cochrane & Fred Woollard, The

Highgate Foundation, Sean Hughes,

Joyce Kirk, Peter Laver, Caroline Le

Couteur & Guy de Vanny, Dana

Lusis, The Orgill Family Foundation,

The Koshland Innovation Fund, The

Skrzynski Foundation, Tony

Wheeler, Harrison Young, Anon (3).

Impact ($5,000+)

Lindsay Adams, The Bowness Family

Foundation, Clack-McLure Fund,

Alan Cameron AO, Phyllis Hodge,

The Keir Foundation, Robert Mann,

S M & M R Richards, The Sharman

Foundation, The Shepherd Family

Foundation, Danielle Smith & Sean

Carmody, Anon (5).

Catalyst ($2,500+)

Stephen Ball & Tracey Jarvis-Ball,

Kate Brettell & Rick Walters,

Marianne Broadbent, The Carthew

Family Trust, Christopher & Carol

Collin, Michael & Ros Crommelin,

Kathy Egea, Graham & Anne Evans,

Stephen Howard & Elizabeth Martell,

Mark Levy, Wendy McCarthy AC,

The Resonance Fund, Bev Rogers,

Rosalie Schultz, Mark Scott AO,

Michael Williams, Michael Wise,

Anon (12).

Philanthropy powers
public interest journalism

Major donors

For further information or a chat, please

contact Helen Johnstone, Philanthropy

and Bequest Manager on 0422 851 282 or

email

helen.johnstone@theconversation.edu.au

Want to know more?

Larger donations empower The

Conversation by significantly

strengthening our newsroom. Recent

support has enabled us to expand our

breaking news coverage, hire

specialised editors, and develop new

pathways to our coverage for diverse

audiences.

Our Major Donors have a special

personal relationship with our

organisation and the work we do to

provide better information to support

better decisions. They are kept

informed on the impact of their

support and join us for special events

and opportunities to get closer to our

work and our family of experts.

Scan the QR
code to show
your support
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Legacy supporters

Strategic Partners

We are a not-for-profit publisher

that relies on support from our

'Friends of The Conversation': our

philanthropic community who allow

us to remain 100% independent and

without advertising and paywalls.

The Conversation offers sincere

thanks to those readers who made

monthly or single tax-deductible

donations to help support our work. 

Friends of The Conversation

donate.theconversation.com/au

It takes a special individual to decide

to extend the impact of their support

for future generations. 

Thank you to our Legacy Supporters

who have pledged a gift in their Will.

We are grateful for the support of

our philanthropic partners who

provide valuable funding and

support for our work.

Supporting The
Conversation by
including them in my
Will is the best thing I
can do for the next
generation.

Helmut Schwabe
Legacy Supporter

Thank you to all your team who
make it possible to engage with
thoughtful and incisive analysis of
the issues that matter.

Lynne Badger, FoTC
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There is no Conversation
without you

Donations:

https://donate.theconversation.com/


You can further information on The
Conversation website including:

Thank you to all your team who
make it possible to engage with
thoughtful and incisive analysis of
the issues that matter.

Lynne Badger, FoTC
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Further reading

Who reads us:
https://theconversation.com/au/audience

Our editorial charter:
https://theconversation.com/au/audience

Annual reports:
https://theconversation.com/au/who-we-are

Past impact reports:
https://theconversation.com/au/audience

How to subscribe to any of our newsletters:
https://theconversation.com/au/newsletters

https://theconversation.com/au/audience
https://theconversation.com/au/charter
https://theconversation.com/au/who-we-are
https://theconversation.com/au/audience
https://theconversation.com/au/newsletters
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