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.ADVERTISEMENT '1.10 THE READER. 

A MAJORITY- of the facts and testimony contained in this work rests upon the authority of 
sLAV'EllOLDERs, whose names and residences are given to the public, as vouchers for the truth of 
their statements. That they should utter falsehoods, for the sake of proclaimin6 their 
own icfamy, is not probable. 

Their testimony is taken, mainly, from recent newspapers, published in the slave states. Most 
of those papers will be deposited at the office of the American Anti-Slavery Society, 143 Nas­
sau s:reet, New-York City. Those who think the atrocities, which they describe, incredible, 
arc inYited to call and read for themselves. We regret that all of the original papers are not in 
our po~session. The idea of preserving them on file for the inspection of the incredulous, and the 
curious, did not occur to us until after the preparation of the work was in a state of forwardness : 
in com,equeIJce of thiE, some of the papers cannot be recovered. Nearly all of them, however 
haYe Leen preserved. In all cases the name of the paper is given, and, with very few excep­
tions, the place and time, (year, month, and day) of publication. Some of the extracts, however 
not being made with reference to this work, and before its publication was contemplated, are 
without date; but this class of extracts is exceedingly small, probab]y not a thirtieth of the whole 

The statements, not derived from the papers and other periodicals, letters, books, &c., pub­
lished by slaveholders, have been furnished by individuals who have resided in slave states, many 
of whom are natives of those states, and have been slaveholders. The names, residences, &c. 
of the witnesses generally are given. A number of them, however, still reside in f:llave states ;­
to publi.sh their names would be, in most cases, to make them the victims of popular fury . 

. Yr:1t:-Y (JTk, 1.lfay 4, 1839. 



XOTE. 

Tne Exccuti,c Committee of the American Anti-Sla,cry Society, while u-ndcring thrir grate.>. 
ful ack.no\li"ledgmcnL~ in the name of American Abolitionists, and in behalf of the siaYc, to those 
who ha,c furniEhed for this publication the result of their residence and traYcl in the slave states oi 
th.is rnion, announce their determination to publish, from time to time, as they may have the ma. 
tcr.als and the funds, TIL\CTS, containing well authenticated facts. testimony, personal narratives. 
&.c. fully setting forth the condition of American sla.es. In order that lhey may be furnished with 
the rcqu.iEite ma.teria~ they write all who ha,c had pers-0nal knowledg~ of the condition of slans 
in any of the states of this l"nion. to forward their testimony with their names and r<:Sidenccs. To 
p:-enn: imposition, it is incti~ns.ble that persons forwarding tcHimony, who are not per~nally 
known to any of the Ex:ecuti..-c Commit~ or to the Secretaries or Editors of the .American "A.n!i. 
Sl2xe:ry Society. should furnish references to some person or persons of ~ctability, with whom, if 
n~-ry. the Committee may communicate respecting the writer. 

Facts 2.nd testimony respecting the condition of slaYes, in all respects, are desired; their food. 
(kinds. quality, and <;uantity.) clothing, lodging: dwellings: hours of labor and rest, kinds of labor. 
~ith x!:le mode of exaction: supen-ision, &.e.-the nillnber and time of meals each day, treatment 
when sick, regulations re-Epccting their social int.ercou.-se, marriage and domestic ties, the system 
of to:tm-c- to ~"'ihich the, are rubiect.ed. "'ith its .a.nous modes; and in detail, their intellectual . ~ . 
a~d ~noral condition. Great care should be ohserred in the statement of facts. l\.cll.weighcd 
testimony and v.--ell.auL~enticate<l facts; ~ith a re~nsible name, the Committee earnestly desire 
and call for. Thou~and.s oi persons in the free states have ample kno?.-]e<lgc on this subject, de . 
.rived from their own ob-serration in the mid.st of sla·.-cry. ,,·m rnch hold their peace? That which 
make-th mardc-Et is light; he wh') kcep,cth his candle under a bushel at such a time and in such 
a cau..<.e as this, farg~s fetten for l,im.u~r as well as for the sla.e. Let no one withhold his testi. 
r::lcny becau_c:.e others ha,c already testified to similar facts. TI1c Yaluc of testimony is by no 
me.aiu; to he measured by the T?urelty of the horrors wh:cb it describes. Corroboratir;e testimony, 
--facts, similar to tho~ c~ahhshcd by the tc-stimcny of others,-is highly Yalu.able. "\\"ho that 
C4-D gi,c i! and has a heart vf flc-:Eh, will n:fose to the slave so small a hoon? 

Commun.icafon..s maybea.cdrc.-ssed toThcodo:-e D. '\Veld; 143 Xassau..strect, Xew York. 
~e,.- York, liay! lt33. 




