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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE READER.

A MasorrTy of the facts and testimony contained in this work rests upon the autliority of
SLAVEHOLDERS, Whose names and residences are given to the public, as vouchers for the truth of
their statements. That they should utter falsehoods, for the sake of proclaiming their
own icfamy, is not probable.

Their testimony is taken, mainly, from recent newspapers, published in the slave states. Most
of those papers will be deposited at the office of the American Anti-Slavery Society, 143 Nas-
sau street, New-York City. Those who think the atrocities, which they describe, incredible,
are invited to call and read for themselves. We regret that all of the original papers are not in
our possession. The idea of preserving them on file for the inspection of the incredulous, and the
curious, did not occur to us until after the preparation of the work was in a state of forwardness ;
in consequeuce of this, some of the papers cannot be recovered. Nearly all of them, however
have been preserved. In all cases the name of the paper is given, and, with very few excep-
tions, the place and time, (year, month, and day) of publication. Some of the extracts, however
not being made with reference to this work, and before its publication was contemplated, are
without date ; but this class of extracts is exceedingly small, probably not a thirticth of the whole

The statements, not derived from the papers and other periodicals, letters, books, &ec., pub-
lished by slaveholders, have been furnished by individuals who have resided in slave states, many
of whom are natives of those states, and have been slaveholders. The names, residences, &c.
of the witnesses generally are given. A number of them, however, still reside in slave states ;—
to publish their names would be, in most cases, to make them the victims of popular fury,

Neac-York, May 4, 1839.



NOTE.

The Execcutive Committee of the American Anti-Slavery Socicty, while tendering their grate.
ful acknowledgments, in the name of American Abolitionists, and in behalf of the slave, to those
who have fumisbed for this publication the result of their residence and travel in the slave states of
this Union, announce their determination to publish, from time to time, as they may have the ma-
terials and the funds, TRacTs, containing well authenticated facts, testimony, personal narratives,
&c. fully setting forth the condition of American slaves. In order that they may be furnished with
the requisite materials, they invite all who have had personal knowledge of the condition of slaves
in an¥ of the states of this Union. to forward their testimony with their names and residences. To
preven: imposition, it is indispensable that persons forwarding testimony, who are not personaily
known to any of the Executive Committee, or to the Secretaries or Editors of the American "Anti.
Slavery Society, should furnish references to some person or persons of respectability, with whom, if
recessery, the Commitlee may cominunicate respecting the writer.

Facts and testimony respecting the condition of slaves, in all respects, are desired ; their food.
{kinds, quality, and quantity.} clothing, lodging, dwellings, hours of labor and rest, kinds of labor,
with the mode of exaction, supervision, &c.—the number and time of meals each day, trcatment
when sick, regulations respecting their social intercourse, marriage and domestic ties, the system
of torture to which ther are subjected, with its various modes; and in detail, their intellectual
and moral condition. Great care should be observed in the statement of facts. Well-weighed
testimony and well-authenticated facis. with a responsible name, the Committee carnestly desire
and call for. Thousands of persons in the free states have ample knowledge on this subject, de-
rived from their own observation in the midst of slavery. Will such hold their peace? That which
maketh manifest is light; he who keepeth his candle under a bushel at such a time and in such
z cause as this, forges fetlers for himself, as well as for the slave. Let no one withhold his testi.
meny because others have alrcady testified to similar facts. The value of testimony is by no
means to be measered by the norelty of the horrors which it describes. Corroboratire testimony.
—iacts, similar 10 those established by the testimony of others,—is highly valuable. Who that
can give it and has a heart of flesh, will refuse to the slave so small a boon?

Communications may be addressed to Theodore D. Weld, 143 Nassau-strect, New York.

New York, May, 1833,





