itman
Sampler

Sensitivity
and Strength

“As an artist and a lesbian, | want to express
the sensitivity and strengrh | feel are prevet
ant in women,” says Deborah Whitman in a
quiet tone that exemplifies the same qua

ties. “The silkscreen prines I've done are my
tribute to women. In my n

sculptured furniture, | apply

sculpt

the s

the female form either realsst
abstractly
Transplanted from Binghamton New

where shie received a bachelor of arts
Jnivilfsity College, Debbie
is in Colorado to worll on a master of fime
arts at the Universify of Colorade m
Boulder. She works as a carpenter,
printer support her
education angd has won severa
for her scjipred furnsture

Her work has been

York

degree from State

silkscreen
and draftsperson g
ymmissions

exhibired at the

Colorado Woman's Festiva at the
Velvet Hammer Feminast Bar in Denver
P
“Light, rouch /and comfort are three
qualities which ate with me at all omes
whether 'm working in a tweo- or three

dimensional medium,” she notes. “I'm always

watching the movement of shape as light

crosses over an object. My hands tingle from
wanting to touch the emergy withir r
obgect.” -

Commendable
Coupling

Three Decades
Together

they had responded to ar

ATE questionnaire asking if they woulc

willing to be interviewed, they had be e
evaluating their own closetedr ate
Mack admitted he'd been “scared stiff"” to g
Hub!

At the ourser of the interview, th
bated whether NOL WO use pseu yms
Now, half an hout later, Warson and Adam
hesitatingly allow their rea ame b
ised. “We have never rea € {
lose ays Adams } r r
st

Watson and Adams have bee get

years, since shortly afeer they met at a Cl

go bar in 1949 As dhey ralk about moving i

together in a Chicago suburk t
each other with the casy grace wh
have been together for a long time. Mear
while, [ (ry ) fathom w A t St have bee
like 10 be gay Mutddle America in the ¢
1950s
‘We live what used ¢t ¢ calle h
plexes,” with adjomning backyards ecal
Warsc The | marrne
nk anvybod

Adams reme

chores. He 1s also

man. “| work for

rba t

'50s: “We were part of the crow
even thc he says. “In fac
we woul s and the w
neighborh = 3 seranght
would se. The ties woul
last all naght, winding up w fast ch
nex rning

Jok d Mack saill live he sub
Der where they now emo urtering
arou heir comiorzable four-sepr e
When a hearr antack egh 12 e
Mack « urtarl has act es an 1 th
house. John guit his 0b to handle domest

wde with Af " byec
ught back with them. Joh A
sime rad as somd rare recor
avs are Clas e 15 als )
ape club
As they grow a Mack
alk at tms with the
twin the 194 1 ha w been a
g eca fack ever k
" w aetr ' A
It was tb Swing t g
t ity rame engage
3 alized 1t wa gt
A r | met n and we d ¢
gechg N { at N
hat tj s aley wa
L ago ar e Jde
bowe i brs.thy were ccd dow
Al ok g y tee
N rer et pex
way .l"\\ i fnends
N 3 king abx €
at’s w 1 wi G
wa ”
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« CHRISTIS 4
SPARKLE PLENTY

* B 1232 E. COLFAX 831-8049
DENVER COLORADO 80218

Although not necessarily on the ndiculous side
| but definitely'Q bit more high camp fashion oriented
| s brand new shop called SPARKLE PLENTY (1232
East Colfax, 831-8049). Totally a mixture of the
realiunreal, “Oh my God, did you see this bi of
heaven” atmosphere, Christi Lane waves the magic

sparkie-dust-wand here and is Glways eady 10 assist

you into any elothing fantasy you aesirg: She s also
an excellent seamsiress and provides @xcellent
alterations as well as creating sor ethig special
“just for you.” |

REAL ESTATE
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
e Nationwide Refocating Service

¢ Home Warranty

o Guaranteed Trade/Sale Progran
Commercial & Business Financing

[R
G
REALION ". 2
3719 W. 32nd Avenue (303) 455-3700 Denver

founded a gay parents group to
ty
r
at
\
i
T
|
v 1 ung n ) 1 T
1 een a ni rea \
ew e out t \ )
>ertland g
e ]
e kni
jeat mean those tyy ¢
were really tough.” she remembers
And when | walked into that ba
and saw women dancng
with each othe thought h
t! Th re I'm J t
be
sillhar \d Setal
te the relaxe trude tow
g ) ivol | after
ng Denver s rk
ust don't see rwo-women gethe
th They sh SPONS
ty of raisung Setala’s daughte

they think she’s lucky to have tw

mothers. A ‘mew schoc
»gist was puzzled by i

remarks Joa made abou €
mother, and called Setala in for

conference. After Serala explaine
that she and Gillham were gay and
raising the child rtogether, tt

psychologist said, “You're righ
the kid’s fine, everything’s O.K
Such growing acceptance of be

ing gay is a pleasure for Elver
Barke: 2 fine
Bar
the Denver Martrachine
the 1950s, an
its height “ne
19 members."
vertheless brought the nati

Mattachine convention to Denvs
in 1959, and the big issue among

er was one

The sma

the locals was

nounce the con

We won o
ssue recalls
] get exceller verag

Mouneaim News. It was a
real breakthrough
The Denver Ma

had fellowshig

groups ublic meet
were ad ised “wher ape
would take ti rotices,”  notes

Barker. “l feel that we were
neers in the gay liberation mov
ment. We hdped lay the go

work for younger folks now who

have plunged ahéad, and | am most
encouraged by the way the mo
ment has accelerated —most e
couraged. It was far be

expected within this
years
[

any regrets about those carly a

complishmenss? “Of course there
are cynics who dont feel we got
anything done, but | look back on

it all as a very positive thing e
says ou can't measur our
change of thought wath a ruler

an invistble thing. The change 1s

taking place th
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