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The July 4th weekend in the United States this year will be like no other we’ve experienced in the 

nation’s history. The extreme heat impacting the northwestern United States and Canada this 

week comes on top of an already record-setting drought across much of western North America. 

This is setting the stage for widespread fire activity.  

We are gravely concerned about the potential for humans to accidentally start fires – from 

fireworks and other activities – by adding ignitions to this combination of historic drought, heat, 

and dry vegetation.  

We urge people to skip the fireworks this July 4th and to avoid other activities that could start an 

unintentional wildfire. This will be critical for a safe Independence Day holiday, good practice 

for the rest of the fire season, and one way we can adapt to more safely live in increasingly 

flammable landscapes. 
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